THE LETTER OF FIRST JOHN
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“16 By this we know love, that
he laid down his life for us,
and we ought to lay down our
lives for the brothers. 17 But if
anyone has the world’s goods

and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against
him, how does God’s love
abide in him? 18 Little
children, let us not love in

word or talk but in deed and
in truth. 1 John 3:16-18
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16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us,
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
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“What is it that gives the love of God as seen at the cross its special character?
Primarily it is the element of self-sacrifice on behalf of those who are totally
undeserving and even undesirous of the sacrifice”  James Montgomery Boice



PERFECT LOVE

1 O Lord, you have searched me and
known me!

2 You know when I sit down and when I ///
rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

3 You search out my path and my lymg —
down and are acquainted with all my ways.

4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. /// l \\\
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Am I my brother’s keeper?
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“But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?”
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“But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need,

yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?”
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14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that
faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of
you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for

the body, what good is that? James 2:14-16
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IS SELECTIVE AND CONDITIONAL
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14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that
faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of
you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for

the body, what good is that? James 2:14-16
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“42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’; teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”
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“19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21
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ID RATHER SEE A SERMON
BY EDGAR A. OVEST
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