
Sharing Truth With Family

Season of Persecution
Evangelism Series Part 37



1. I am afraid of not knowing what to say
2. I am afraid of rejection or failure
3. I am afraid of how they will respond to me.
4. I am afraid to share my story
5. I am afraid that I am a hypocrite

5 Fears Used to Keep Us From Sharing the Gospel...



“Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable 
in his hometown.”

Luke 4:24



Matthew 10:32-27

32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will
acknowledge before my Father who is in
heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny
before my Father who is in heaven. 34 “Do not think that I have
come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace,
but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be
those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me.



Denial
Matthew 10 “32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me
before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”



Deny
(Greek arneomai)

to disown or disavow, to disregard or 
disassociate

Tense Important!
Not one moment of denial, but a life lived 

in denial



Division
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I
have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to
set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a
person's enemies will be those of his own household.”



Mark 3: “20 Then he went home, and the crowd
gathered again, so that they could not even eat.
21 And when his family heard it, they went out
to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of
his mind.”” John 7:5 “For not even his brothers
believed in him.”



Micah 7: “5 Put no trust in a neighbor; have no
confidence in a friend; guard the doors of your mouth
from her who lies in your arms; 6 for the son treats the
father with contempt, the daughter rises up against her
mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law; a man's enemies are the men of his own house. 7
But as for me, I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the
God of my salvation; my God will hear me.”



Devotion
Matthew 10 “37 Whoever loves father
or mother more than me is not worthy
of me, and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy
of me. 38 And whoever does not
take his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life
will lose it, and whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it.”



Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to me and
does not hate his own father and mother
and wife and children and brothers and
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he
cannot be my disciple.”



Matthew 19:29 And everyone who has left
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother
or children or lands, for my name's sake, will
receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal
life.



"I know men; and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man.
Between him and every other person in the world there is no
possible term of comparison. Alexander [the Great], Caesar,
Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what did we
rest the creations of our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ
founded his empire upon love; and this hour millions of men
would die for him."

-Napoleon Bonaparte



Practical Considerations



1. First and foremost, know your identity 
as a child of God

Matthew 12:“46 While he was still speaking to the people,
behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to
speak to him. 48 But he replied to the man who told him, “Who
is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 And stretching out
his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and
my brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in
heaven is my brother and sister and mother.””
Luke 9:“62 No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for the kingdom of God.”



2. Evaluate whether your daily life is 
evidencing acknowledgement of Christ

Matthew 7: “15 “Beware of false prophets [“Christians”], who come to you in sheep's
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their
fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will
recognize them by their fruits. 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in
heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you
workers of lawlessness.’”
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1. Know your identity as a child of God
2. Evidence acknowledgement of Christ
3. Seek forgiveness
4. Speak truth winsomely and wisely
5. Remember that transformation is a process
6. Share the love of Christ through critical times
7. Pray and discern your way forward

Practical Considerations for Sharing 
Truth with your Family
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